148           EDUCATION WITH A TRADITION
18th, 1806, the first General Congregation of the Society
was held in Amiens, the nuns from Grenoble sending their
votes in writing. Already some dissension was beginning
to show itself in the house at the Rue de FOratoire/ but
Mother Barat was elected by one vote. Her deep distress
would have been all the greater had she known that she
was to cany the burden until her eighty-sixth year. She
remained in Amiens some time, closely following up the
progress of the school and, still more, that of the novices^
who were becoming numerous. In May 1806 she re-
turned to Grenoble, establishing Mother Deshayes as
Superior; for she herself must leave before long for
Poitiers, taking with her one of her Grenoble novices,
Henriette Girard, a person of mature age and wide
experience.
Here again Mother Barat lived many happy days, and
here again we may learn much of her outlook and of the
training she gave to those who became her daughters-
She can still have living, personal contact with these, and
so we would fain linger and watch her at work In the
novitiate of Poitiers.
1 See Part H, Chap. I.